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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see remarks, pp. 12-13, filed 28 July 2008, with respect 
to claim 1 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 USC 103(a) rejection 
under Olgado et al. in view of Bonga et al. of the claims has been withdrawn. Please 
note that the claims that which were previously rejected under 35 USC 102(b) by 
Olgado et al. have been amended by Applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 -5, 7-8, 1 0-1 8, 20, 22-27, 29 and 31 -32 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Butterfield et al. (US 7125477 B2). 

4. Butterfield et al. discloses an apparatus for electrochemical processing and a 
method of electrochemical processing comprising a substrate holder for holding a 
substrate; a drive mechanism for moving the substrate; a guide member with tapered 
surfaces as claimed; an electrode base provided with a plurality of electrode members 
comprising scrubbing members for contacting and processing a surface of the 
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substrate, held by the substrate holder, in the presence of an elastic body comprising a 
liquid to effect processing of the substrate; a stopper for limiting movement of a support 
base for floatingly supporting the electrode base by a floating mechanism; and a 
pressure chamber formed between the electrode base and the support base, and the 
pressure chamber being surrounded by an elastic membrane enclosing a fluid supplied 
by a device for exerting a predetermined pressure to support the electrode base. (col. 2, 
line 38 to col. 4, line 40; Figs 2-26). 

5. Claims 33-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by WO 
03029531 A2. 

6. WO'531 discloses an electrolytic processing apparatus an electrode section 
provided with having an electrode member including an electrode and an ion exchanger 
covering a surface of the electrode; a holder for holding a workpiece, the holder being 
capable of bringing the workpiece close to or into contact with the ion exchanger of the 
electrode member; and a power source to be connected to the electrode of the 
electrode member of the electrode section; wherein an integrally formed insulator is 
interposed between the ion exchanger and the surface, facing the workpiece, of the 
electrode; and at least one other ion exchanger to be close to or in contact with the 
workpiece (pp. 58-62; Figs. 2-34). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NICHOLAS A. SMITH whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-8760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, 
Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on (571)-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Harry D Wilkins, III/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 

NAS 



